Joint statement on NGO participation in the GA intergovernmental
treaty body strengthening process

12.03.2012

Joint NGO Statement: Four recommendations to ensure the effective participation of NGOs in

the Intergovernmental process of the General Assembly on strengthening and enhancing the effective
functioning of the human rights treaty body system

Twenty-four NGOs, including ISHR, have recently presented their recommendations on ensuring the effective
participation of NGOs in the intergovernmental process of the General Assembly on strengthening the treaty
body system.
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The joint NGO submission was developed in response to a recent resolution passed by the General

Assembly that mandates the President of the GA to establish an open-ended inter-governmental process to
conduct open, transparent and inclusive discussions on strengthening the treaty body system. The resolution
stipulates that the inter-governmental process shall be open to all Member States and Observer States of the
UN, and to inter-governmental organizations and UN bodies.

It also requests the President of the GA to work out “separate informal arrangements...that would allow the
open-ended inter-governmental process to benefit from the inputs and expertise of the human rights treaty
bodies, national human rights institutions and relevant non-governmental organizations”. The resolution
makes poor provision for engagement of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) with the process and it will
be important that the President of the GA and his two co-facilitators ensure that arrangements are put in place
to ensure effective NGO participation.

To read the joint NGO recommendations, click here for english, spanish, and french.
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