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Thirty-two NGOs, including ISHR, recently presented a joint contribution on issues related to the Inter-
Governmental Process on Strengthening the Effective Functioning of the Human Rights Treaty Body System.

The joint NGO contribution was developed in response to a recent resolution passed by the General
Assembly. The resolution recognizes the important, valuable and unique role and contribution of the treaty
bodies to the promotion and protection of human rights. It mandates the President of the GA to launch an
open-ended inter-governmental process to conduct open, transparent and inclusive negotiations on how to
strengthen and enhance the effective functioning of the treaty body system. The inter-governmental process
shall not start earlier than April 2012 and the President of the GA is to present a report to the GA on the
deliberations and recommendations of the process by the end of its 66th session (17 September 2012) for
further consideration, including a possible extension of the process. The President of the General Assembly
recently appointed Iceland and Indonesia as co-facilitators of the intergovernmental process.

This document has been prepared by NGOs that regularly contribute to the work of the treaty bodies and that
firmly believe that the treaty body system requires strengthening to improve its effectiveness. Efforts to
enhance the treaty bodies and the system should aim to improve the fulfilment of States Parties’ obligations
and strengthen the capacity of rights holders to enjoy their human rights. To meet this aim, the following
issues should be addressed in the inter-governmental process: 1. universal ratification of the core international
human rights treaties and their optional protocols; 2. compliance with reporting obligations; 3. implementation
of recommendations and views; 4. annual meetings of states parties and reports to the GA; 5. enhancing the
membership of the treaty bodies; and 6. providing adequate resources to the treaty body system. Click here
to read the full paper in English, French and Spanish.

An earlier paper, endorsed by 24 international and regional NGOs, outlines four recommendations to enable
the effective participation of NGOs in the intergovernmental process. To read the joint NGO recommendations,
click here for English, Spanish, and French.
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