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(New York - 18 July 2013) The President of the General Assembly, Mr. Vuk Jeremić, should use his office to
help protect the right of independent civil society to engage openly and without restrictions in United Nations
(UN) spaces, a group of leading international and regional human rights organizations, including the
International Service for Human Rights, said today.

(New York - 18 July 2013) The President of the General Assembly, Mr. Vuk Jeremić, should use his office to
help protect the right of independent civil society to engage openly and without restrictions in United Nations
(UN) spaces, a group of leading international and regional human rights organizations, including the
International Service for Human Rights, said today.

In a letter to Mr. Jeremić, the International Service for Human Rights and additional signees, address a
number of key issues regarding civil society participation in the UN that Mr Jeremić needs to confront during
his remaining term in office.

In particular, the group of NGOs recognize the instrumental role that the President of the General Assembly
can play in ensuring that the selection of civil society is carried out in a way that is in keeping with UN values
and the principle of procedural fairness. In this regard, Mr. Jeremić is encouraged to show leadership by
facilitating a more open and transparent accreditation process for civil society in high-level conferences and
meetings of the General Assembly.

Michelle Evans,  m.evans@ishr.ch is ISHR's New York Manager and Advocacy Coordinator, contact her on +1
212.490.2199
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